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Inventing a shared Science Diplomacy for Europe 
A Horizon 2020 project involving 11 European countries, 2018-2021 
and targeting Diplomats, Scientists and Researchers, and Policy makers 

 

Science Diplomacy - Revealing Europe's capital of experience 
Science diplomacy may be defined as the sum of interactions through which science and 
diplomacy support each other. Science diplomacy takes place when states call upon science 
and scientists to help advance foreign relations,  when scientists and their institutions become 
involved in diplomacy to help advance science, technology and innovation, or when these 
actors join forces to resolve conflict on transnational scale. Science diplomacy is of growing 
interest across the globe and the European Commission has called for the development of 
effective science diplomacy for Europe. 

InsSciDE - Inventing a shared Science Diplomacy for Europe - is a project funded under the Horizon 2020 
framework. It will engage historians of science and technology, networks of diplomats and scientists, 
experts of strategy and policy makers to bring science diplomacy into the foreground and better use it.  

InsSciDE starts with the hypothesis that Europe and Member states possess a great capital of science 
diplomacy experience - but today this is fragmented, heterogeneous and under-utilized. There is a need 
to reveal, formalize and communicate this intangible capital, develop its conceptual bases and elaborate 
tools to help European science diplomacy emerge and blossom.  

In the four-year project, InsSciDE historians and strategy analysts will investigate whether and how 
science diplomacy has emerged in Europe in the past decades or centuries, where it has succeeded or 
failed, and which forces overcome national divergences and allow European synergy in science 
diplomacy at global scale. To provide answers to these central questions, and deliver a basis for 
effective European science diplomacy, InsSciDE also calls on scientists and diplomats to bring in their 
perspectives, and together develop knowledge, skills and networks of lasting quality. 

Themes of research and participation     
 

The European Union targets world leadership in the promotion and preservation of global public 
goods. What some have called the global 'apocalyptic imagination' – arising from the borderless threats 
of climate change, infectious diseases, energy security, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, 
large scale migrations – pushes the EU to redefine and reinforce its role for citizens as the most 
efficient transnational problem solver. Multilateralism and collective responsibility are among Europe's 
approaches to foster 'sustainable development of the Earth, solidarity and mutual respect among peoples' (Treaty of 
Lisbon, 2007). Science diplomacy here is an essential complement. 
 
InsSciDE devises a process through which new knowledge on past and present science diplomacy in 
Europe fuels the elaboration of shared policy and training tools. Themes of study include Heritage, 
Health, Security, Environment, and Space. InsSciDE will also write the contemporary history of 
diplomats' networks and of roles played by national Academies of Science or Technology. Practitioners 
will be invited to highly interactive conference meetings to draw and agree strategic conclusions from 
the InsSciDE case studies.  The open meetings promote dialogue, skills building, reflexivity, networks 
and interprofessional linkages. Outputs feed a training program for 50 young scholars or practitioners, 
and a library of training materials for widespread use.  
 

To find out more about InsSciDE and obtain invitations to participate, please visit our 
webpage www.insscide.eu (available Dec. 2017) and join our social networks. 
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Project structure and personnel 
 

From first questions to final tools and training, InsSciDE will lead the development process from 
inside science diplomacy – hand in hand with practitioners, potential practitioners and other 
stakeholders. Those who deploy, direct and benefit from science diplomacy are co-inventors, end-users 
and ambassadors for the project, accompanied by a research consortium associating academic 
excellence and high competence in stakeholder engagement. An ambitious communication program 
presents InsSciDE to an international audience for feedback, widely disseminates the findings and 
intellectual products, and ensures their legacy. 
 
InsSciDE's high ambitions are made feasible by a project consortium of 14 respected research and 
training institutes from 11 countries spanning Europe, plus UNESCO; by explicit interest and support 
from European Academies of Science and from existing networks of diplomatic Attachés and 
Counselors for science, technology and innovation; and by the commitment of a high-level and diverse 
international Advisory Board. The Coordinator is Professor Pascal Griset of the Institute for 
Communication Sciences (ISCC), Sorbonne Université, CNRS : pascal.griset@cnrs.fr 
 

# InsSciDE Consort ium Partners Country  
1. CNRS  FR 
2. European Academy of Diplomacy  PL 
3. SYMLOG  FR 
4. UNESCO      INTL 
5. Universitete i Tromsoe  NO 
6. Universidade Nova de Lisboa  PT 
7. National Technical University of Athens  EL 
8. Royal Institute of Technology  SE 
9. Università degli Studi di Padova  IT 
10. Universität Wien  AT 
11. Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz  DE 
12. Swedish Institute of International Affairs  SE 
13. Chalmers University of Technology  SE 
14. University of Veterinary Medicine Budapest  HU 
15. University of Manchester  UK 


